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VVA- Chapter 510

Executive Board
President
Ken OOBrien (In Absentia)
1! Vice-President
Alan Blaustein (Acting President)
2" Vice-President
Ron Firth
Treasurer
Ira P. Drucks
Secretary
Tom Hudacko

Newsletter Editor B Tom Hudacko

Copyright © 2009 Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 510. Firebase 510 is published monthly by
and for the members of Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 510

Readers may address comments and/or articles to:
VVA Chapter 510 (Firebase 510)

P.O. Box 448, Cedar Grove, NJ 07009-0448

Or, you may email to: vwva510@vva510.org

This Newsletter is a production of VVA 510. Its
intended purpose is to provide our members with
information dealing with Chapter activities, veteranOs
issues and other useful information. It is made
possible through the efforts of our members.

Thank You!

Do you have a computer?
Are you connected to the Web?
PLEASE
Send us your e-mail address by sending mail to
VVA510@vva510.org
That way we can save the Chapter some postage and
printing money & Get this newsletter to you by our e-mail

Questions and suggestions about our web site,
www.vva510.orq,
may be directed to Tom Hudacko at
mailto:Tom@vva510.0rg.
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Meeting Schedule
* Friday Oct 2, 2009, VVA Chapter 510 General
meeting 7:30 PM at VFW 6255, Pompton Ave (Rt
23S), Cedar Grove

* Tuesday Oct 20, 2009 VFW Post 6255 General
Meeting — 8:00 PM at VFW 6255, Pompton Ave
(Rt 23S), Cedar Grove

* Tuesday Nov 2, 2009 VVA Chapter 510 Board
Meeting, 7:30 PM at VFW 6255, Pompton Ave (Rt
23S), Cedar Grove

* Friday Nov 6, 2009, VVA Chapter 510 General
meeting 7:30 PM at VFW 6255, Pompton Ave (Rt
23S), Cedar Grove

Upcoming Events
* Saturday Oct 17, 2009 - Newark, NJ — Stand

Down

* Saturday Nov 7, 2009 — Veterans Breakfast,
Notre Dame Church, North Caldwell, NJ

* Saturday Nov 21, 2009 — EOV A Thanksgiving
Dinner at VA Hospital, East Orange, NJ 1:00
PM

Numbers and Links

If you are a veteran in emotional crisis and need
help RIGHT NOW, call this toll-free number 1-
800-273-8255, available 24/7, and tell them you
are a veteran. All calls are confidential.

VVA National 1-800-VVA-1316
o http://www.VVA.org/

NJ VVA 1-908-638-6010
o http://www.NJSCVVA.org/

NJ VVA VSO 1-973-297-3227

NJ VVA VSO (fax) 1-973-643-7811

Page 1 of 5



Firebase 510

September 2009

} {iwservee 1o amverea 4

Veterans Affairs Suicide Hotline
If you are a Veteran in Emotional Crisis and need help RIGHT NOW, call this toll-free
number 1-800-273-8255, available 24/7, and tell them you are a veteran. All calls are
confidential [more information].

Veterans Affairs Suicide Hotline Begins
To ensure veterans with emotional crises have round-the-clock access to trained professionals, the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) has begun operation of a national suicide prevention hotline for veterans. To operate the
national hotline, VA is partnering with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration of the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. Veterans can call
1-800-273-TALK (8255) and press "1" to reach the VA hotline, which will be staffed by mental health professionals
in Canandaigua, N.Y. who will work closely with local VA mental health providers to help callers.

Please reach out to New Advertisers to advertise with us!
Try and get some of your friends/business acquaintances to support the CHAPTER by Advertising with Us! Have a
family member who would like to support the Chapter, have them place a OThanks for Your Service® or OBest Wishes
to the Chapter® ad. Same cost as a Business Card ad. ItOs Inexpensive ($25.00/Year from August to August) and
easy to do! Sign Up form is available on the web at http://www.vva510.org/bus_card_flyer.pdf. We welcome
Consumer Lending Inc as our Newest Advertiser!

TIDBITS

Want to get info Directly from VVA National ? Sign up for FREE e-mail notifications. All you need are your Member
ID Number and a valid email address. National will send you the latest on VVA Issues, Events, and Legislation
news. Go to: http://www.vva.org/applications/emailsignupform.aspx and fill in the form.

Have you seen the new State Council Newsletter? The Forward Observer is published bi-monthly by the NJ
State Council. ItOs full of interesting information, some humor, and interesting facts. 1tOs available on the web at
http://njscvva.org/Forward Observer Main Page.htm

Want to stay in touch with whatOs going on at theAmerican Legion via email? You can sign up online for FREE
email delivery of the newsletter at this Web Address Newsletter Email Signup.

Want updates on VFW National activities? You can get their weekly Newsletter emailed to you FREE by signing up
here VEW Newsleeter Email Signup.

. Remember OUR MOTTO ]
ONever again will one generation of veterans abandon anotherO

Help us find more ways to assist our Brothers and Sisters. Keep an eye out for a fellow vet who could use some
Good Cheer!

If you know of a Family who has a Family member currently deployed in the War Against Terror, let us know and
weOll do our best to help out, Remember our Organization is committed tdHelping other Veterans !

General Meeting Minutes September 11, 2009 all those in harmOs way around the world, particularly in the Middle
2" Vice Ron Firth opened the meeting at 7:35 PM with the Pledge East, followed by a Special Remembrance for those who perished
of Allegiance followed by a moment of Silence for POW/MIAOs and on 9/11/01.
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Secretary’s Report
Tom Hudacko reported that the newsletter was printed and mailed.

Nothing else to report.

Motion to accept report as given and Newsletter as published was
made by Fred Urban 2" by Paul Maretsky, passed by Voice Vote.

Treasurer’s Report

2" Vice Ron Firth reported that all accounts are in Good Order.
Motion to accept report as given was made by Tom Hudacko, 2"
by Fred Urban, passed by Voice Vote.

1* Vice President’s/President’s Report

First Vice, Alan Blaustein, re-stated the BoardOs position on
opening each Board Meeting for the first 15 minutes to any
Member or Invited Guest to directly address the Board. Afterwards,
the Board will resume closed session. There was some question
as to whether or not the Board could do so, however, Al read
letters from VVA St Pres and VVAOs Parliamentarian stating that
the Board Os position is correct.

Al noted that the Chapter will be marching in NYCOs Veterans Day
parade again this year and asked for a show of hands of who
would be participating. Member Mike Cocucci will handle
transportation. If we need something larger than a 10-passenger
van, the Chapter will need to pay for the DriverOs time and Tolls, as
the larger vehicle cannot be parked in any NYC Parking lot.

Al also noted that Essex County is looking for Vets to attend the
Dedication of the New Veterans Park in Newark. The ceremony is
on Monday, Sept 21 at 10:00AM.

Mike Granata has received confirmation of the date for our East
Orange Hospital Thanksgiving Day Hot Lunch on Saturday
November 21 at 2:00PM. As ALWAYS, Volunteers are needed,
please show up at the EOVA around 1:00PM.

Al has not made any further progress on Chapter Gear. Al asked
VFW Post 6255 Commander CIliff Quinn to give the Members an
update on the VFW PostOs Sale. Cliff indicated that tings are still in-
progress with no notable events. Also, VFW Ladies Aux Pres
Marla Shaffer reported that the Post will be conducting a OMissing
ManO ceremony at the Post on Friday Sept 18 at 7:30PM. She also
noted that Kosco Harley-Davidson of Kinnelon will be hosting the
Harley Heroes Tour, in support of Disabled Veterans, at their
facility on Route 32S on Friday Nov 13 from 10:00-7:00 and again
on Saturday from 10:00-4:00PM. (Harley-Davidson Inc. has
Donated $1 Million to the cause).

2" Vice President’s Report

2" Vice, Ron Firth, reported that the Chapter has been asked to
explain the Flag Folding Ceremony to the Boy Scouts of the South
End School in Cedar Grove. Date has been set as Thursday
October 19, 2009 at 3:00 PM.

Ron also reported that Member Jim Lardieri, who has recently had
back surgery, is recovering well in Kessler. Jim will be in Kessler
through some part of October.

Old Business
None

New Business

There will be a Veterans Fair at VFW Post 6255 on Saturday Oct 3
from 10:00-1:00PM, hosted by Congressman Bill Pascrell. All vets
are welcome to attend.

On Saturday, Nov 7 at the Notre Dame Church, there will be a
Veterans Breakfast with a former Tunnel Rat as the Guest
Speaker. Tickets are $10.00 per person. Contact Dennis Schlosser
(973)228-2964 for info/tickets.
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Al Blaustein expressed his personal emotions on this memorable
day, especially the comparisons that are being made of the War on
Terror and Vietnam. Once again our Politicians are downplaying
Senior Military Officers® requests for the Right Stuff to Get the Job
Done. We need to ensure that our New Vets are getting whatever
Help and Support they deserve! OIOm Proud to be a Vietnam Vet!O
The Membership in attendance agreed with Al!

Good of the Order

* Fred U noted that heO received notices from DAV, VFW, etc
requesting that we all get out and Support the SenateOs Health
Care/Compensation Bill (S-252).
Fred also noted that State Council would be hosting a Brunch at
the Fort Monmouth Officer®s Club on Nov 1. They will be
honoring Jeff VanDrew, Steve Calper, and Artie Mueller. Tickets
are $35.00/person and available through Dennis Beauregard at
State.
VFW Commander CIliff Quinn announced a Special Membership
meeting on Saturday Sept 19 at 2:00PM. He is hopeful that the
weekend afternoon will bring out more members.
Al mentioned that Member Jean Wypler has had surgery and is
recuperating.
Tom Hudacko noted that when Members Ron Firth, Mike
Granta and company visited Jim Lardieri in Kessler, that they
became aware of another Vietnam Vet recovering at the same
time as Jim. Unfortunately, the other Vet was Homeless and
Alone. Ron, Mike and all got the ball rolling and had the Vet
transferred to Lyons Hospital for the remainder of his recovery.
Member Ric Stephan noted that recently, as he was riding on
the Turnpike, he saw a Deuce and 1/2 and several motorcycles
at a rest stop. When Ric asked what was going on, he was told
that the guys were escorting Cremains from Bergen County to
the cemetery in South Jersey. Ric noted that there were
Members of Chapter 800 present. GOOD JOB 800!

Ron F motioned to Adjourn, 2" by John Moore, and carried by
voice vote. Meeting closed at 8:19 PM.

Minutes of September 8, 2009 Board Meeting
Meeting opened 7:39PM.

President Al Blaustein opened the meeting by noting that, having
no guests to address the Board, the meeting returned to Normal
Board meeting procedure.

Treasurer Ira Drucks was excused.

2™ Vice Ron Firth noted that while visiting Member Jim Lardieri
they came upon a homeless Vietham Vet who had broken his
neck. Ron and the guys got him moved to Lyons Hospital.

Ron also reported that we received two checks from National for
Membership dues.

Secretary Tom Hudacko noted that the Newsletter was emailed
and U.S. mailed. Tom also noted that our Business Card
Advertising has expired. Any advertisers who wish to continue
need to send in their renewal checks for the August 2009-August
2010 time period.

Tom also mentioned that Ron Firth has received a request from
the Boy Scouts in Cedar Grove to have the Chapter demonstrate
the Flag Folding for them. Date and Time to be determined.

Rich Girardin noted that we have received our annual invitation to
march in the NYC Veterans Day parade on Nov 11, 2009. We will
need to get a head-count at the General Meeting and determine
Transportation.

Mike Granata noted that weOve received our schedule for the
EOVA Thanksgiving Day Hot Lunch.
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Pres Alan read letters from VVA St Pres and VVAOs
Parliamentarian stating that the Board Os position on Opening the
first 15 minutes of each Board Meeting to invited Guests and then
reverting back to a closed meeting is correct. Len Rudin motioned
that, based upon the information received in this matter, the Board
Officially adopt the policy. 2m by Paul Franco, passed by Voice
Vote.
The pending sale of the VFW Post is still proceeding with no
significant events at this time.

Old Business
None.
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New business.
None.

Good Of The Order
Member Jean Wypler has had some surgery and is recuperating.

Len Rudin motioned to adjourn meeting, 2m by Mike Granata,
passed by Voice Vote. Meeting adjourned at 8:43PM
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Please Visit our Advertisers, tell them you saw their ad at www.VVA510.0rg
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